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A. Meeting called to order at 8:35 a.m. Angela Shell, 
Assistant Director, 
OBEO and Council 
Chair 

  

B. Action Items to Date Chair Shell 
  

Action Item from previous meetings:    

ACTION ITEM #3: Chair Shell to take the language on insurance 
requirements presented by Ms. Llewellyn to Caltrans Legal and OE for 
review and feedback. 

Chair Shell 3-20-15 ASSIGNED – work on this matter will continue with the 
Construction and DBE Participation Committees. 

Action Items from the July 2014 meeting: 

Action Item #1:  Status on inclusion of commodities suppliers in pre-bid 
manual as a means to fulfill DBE goal. 

Ramon Carlos 12-31-14 COMPLETED – council members were emailed the link 
to the completed revised manual, which is posted on 
the OBEO web site. 

Action Item #3:  Design/Build breakdown of A&E numbers. Councilmembers Rod 
Garcia and Richard 
Hernandez to work 
with Ray Tritt 

3-20-15 ASSIGNED – Mr. Tritt is currently in communication 
with both Mr. Garcia and Mr. Carlos regarding this 
matter; update during the March SBC meeting. 

Action Items from the September 2014 meeting 

Action Item #1: SB/DVBE study by DGS distributed. Angel Carerra/Tanya 
Little with Carole 
Ching 

3-20-15 ASSIGNED – per Jim Butler, DGS, revisions to the study 
are being reviewed, and should be released before the 
end of March. 

Action Item #4: SB set aside program – can it be done? Ramon Carlos 3-20-15 ASSIGNED – noted by Vincent Mammano, FHWA, that 
FTA funds can only be used under FTA programs; 
Lance Yokota, FHWA, will continue to work with OBEO 
on this issue. 

Action Item #7: FTA disparity study report. Ramon Carlos 12-31-14 COMPLETED – link and contact information emailed to 
members. 

Action Item #8: requesting the DBE certification workshop in webinar 
format. 

Janice Salais 11-21-14 ASSIGNED – per Ms. Salais, the Certification Branch 
continues to work on the presentation; currently 
taking requests to present to the public – Council 
Member Lynn Chen immediately indicated she would 
like to make arrangements for her organization. Ms. 
Salais asked members to contact Carole Ching, OBEO, 
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with requests for webinar presentations to make 
arrangements. 

Action Items from the November 2014 meeting 

Action Item #1:  clarify titles in OBEO’s Commitment at Award reports. Ramon Carlos 1-16-15 COMPLETED – reports provided reflect the changes in 
titles. 

Action Item #2:  provide Ray Tritt’s contact information to 
Councilmember Rod Garcia. 

Carole Ching 12-11-14 COMPLETED – Mr. Tritt’s email and phone information 
sent to Mr. Garcia via email. 

Action Item #3:  review BART’s SB set aside program to determine 
whether it would be feasible to apply it to Caltrans. 

Ramon Carlos 3-20-15 ASSIGNED – this matter is related to Action Item #4, 
September 2014.  Update to be provided during the 
March meeting. 

Action Item #4: provide district reports presented by the District 
Directors online. 

Ramon Carlos 3-20-15 ASSIGNED – communicating with the DSBLs to work 
on a standard reporting format and a process for 
posting the information shared by the district 
directors. Will be using District 4 Director Bijan 
Sartipi’s report as a suggested example to follow; 
update during the March SBC meeting.  

Action Item #5: have GCAP provide a status update on their work after 
six months have elapsed in their contract period. 

Ramon Carlos 3-20-15 CLOSED – update during the March meeting. 

Action Item #6: can SBs and DVBEs also be served by the DBE Supportive 
Services contractor? 

Ramon Carlos 3-20-15 ASSIGNED – for the present contract, SBs and DVBEs 
cannot be served by the DBE Supportive Services 
contractor. However, OBEO is looking at other options 
to include those two groups, such as augmenting the 
current contract to open services to SBs and DVBEs, an 
option that was mentioned by Vince Mammano, 
FHWA. Update during the March SBC meeting. 

Action Item #7: provide the link to the DGS Consolidated Annual Report 
(CAR) when it becomes available. 

Tanya Little with 
Carole Ching 

1-2-15 COMPLETED – DGS Bulletin and direct link emailed to 
members. 

Action Item #8: provide the link to OBEO’s website for members to post 
on their organization’s website. 

Carole Ching 1-2-15 COMPLETED – link emailed to members. 

Action Item #9: regarding GCAP – request for schedule of upcoming 
trainings. 

Ramon Carlos 3-20-15 CLOSED – update during the March SBC meeting. 

Action Item #10: regarding GCAP – what is the estimated time line on 
goals? 

Ramon Carlos 3-20-15 CLOSED – update during the March SBC meeting. 

Action Item #11: regarding GCAP – in regards to data, how is this Ramon Carlos 3-20-15 CLOSED – update during the March SBC meeting. 
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information gathered, how will the data be utilized in the future. Also 
requested statistics gathered to date. 

Action Item #12: regarding GCAP – request for more details on what is 
GCAP considers to be “realistic, quality business plans.” 

Ramon Carlos 3-20-15 CLOSED – update during the March SBC meeting. 

Action Items from the January 2015 meeting 

Action Item #1: send a digital copy of Jim Butler’s (DGS) PowerPoint 
presentation to council members. 

Carole Ching 1-26-15 COMPLETED – Mr. Butler’s presentation emailed to 
council members. 

Action Item #2: request from DGS - a one-page summary of the changes 
FI$CAL will bring about to in the 2015/2016 fiscal year. 

Jim Butler with 
Carole Ching 

2-5-15 COMPLETED – Mr. Butler’s one-page statement on the 
changeover to FI$Cal emailed to members. 

Action Item #3: discuss the option of incorporating the Local Assistance 
Committee into another standing committee. 

Chair Shell 3-20-15 ASSIGNED – update during the March SBC meeting. 

Action Item #4: re: African American DBE Participation ad hoc work 
group – develop new strategic plan 

Fred Jordan 3-20-15 ASSIGNED – update during the March SBC meeting. 

A. Agenda review and remarks – Chair Shell 
1. Comments and meeting packet document review. 

a. Travel Expense Claim (TEC) – Chair Shell reminded members to submit their TECs in a timely manner; all requests for reimbursement must be submitted 
within the current fiscal year, preferably within 30 days after each meeting; assistance is available should members have questions regarding their claims. 

b. Reports in the meeting packet are all available online at the OBEO web site; the Award Tracker report can be found on the Office of Engineer web site. 
c. The reports provided indicate increased outreach efforts and a desire for Caltrans to meet or exceed goals. 
d. Re: African American DBE participation – Chair Shell noted teamwork will be needed to increase these numbers. 

Action Item review – refer to Action Item list on pages 1 and 2 of this meeting record. 

B. Highlights from the Director’s Office – Kome Ajise, Chief Deputy Director (newly appointed) for Malcolm Dougherty, Director 
1. Governor’s budget - $10.5 billion for the fiscal year, which is a slight decrease from the previous fiscal year; this reflects a decrease in construction workload. 
2. Key elements: 

a. Road user charge – implementing a pilot to explore this option; with gas tax revenues decreasing and the amount of road use increasing, this may be a viable 
direction to take; funds generated will also address the maintenance needs of an aging infrastructure, which is a national phenomenon.  Findings from the 
pilot program will be presented to the legislature to inform next steps. 

b. Project initiation document – funding to support this for projects in future years; represents $300 million annually. 
c. Increase system management system – will be maintaining and expanding what is already in place; an additional 64 positions is anticipated. 
d. Greening of the fleet – CT will continue in its efforts to green its fleet; with the use of electric cars and other strategies, CT is the greenest at this time. 

3. Strategic plan – nearly completed; more to report at the March SBC meeting. 
4. Cap and trade – there are funds available to support reduction of greenhouse gases, which is very specific to the purpose of the cap and trade program; High 

Speed Rail (HSR) is a good example; driverless cars (AKA autonomous vehicles) could also be included, but not quite yet; research on autonomous vehicles  still 
ongoing. 

5. Re: tax bicycles through licensing – Mr. Ajise was not certain if there was potential in this option, since the intent is to encourage more people to bike, and a 
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charge to license may be counterproductive. District Director Bijan Sartipi noted bridge tolling for bicycles has already been countered by legislation that prohibits 
such charges. 

6. Re: avoiding gas tax by filling up in Mexico – this issue is being considered in the discussion; a road user fee would address this issue; strategic tolling across the 
state would address it, as well, especially corridors along the border. 

C. District 11 Report – Laurie Berman, District Director 
1. In 2014, the district’s Small Business Unit exhibited at 29 outreach events, three of which were hosted by the district. Attended by 6,242, many of whom were 

educated by the district’s Small Business Liaisons on SB certifications recognized by Caltrans, the DBE application process, and how to locate upcoming bid 
opportunities. 

2. Minor B – for fiscal year 2014/2015, the district has a budget of $3.9 million; 7 projects completed, of which 6 were awarded to SBs, for a total of $931,000; 
several additional projects will be coming up for bid in the next two months. Ms. Berman also mentioned Hassam Davas, who emphasized the use of SBs when 
handling emergency contracts. 

3. Design On-Call contract – $10 million estimated value; outreach event planned for 1/21/15 by the district’s Consultant Services; pre-registration not required; DBE 
goal not yet determined. 

4. “Meet the Buyers”, 2/27/15 – district’s Small Business Unit will be an exhibitor from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Small Business Development Center, Via-Sat in 
Carlsbad. 

5. Calmentor Program – fifth Calmentor cycle with 25 successful pairings, completed on 12/31/14; graduation scheduled for 3/18/15; sixth cycle to commence in 
May. 

6. Cabrillo Bridge, SR-163 – this historic 100-year old bridge was uplighted on 12/31/14; renovation nearing completion in time for the centennial celebration of the 
Panama-California Exposition of 1915; DBE goal, 4%, DBE commitment by contractor, 4.4%; to date, the DBE utilization rate is 7.9%.  

7. Corridor updates 
a. I-805 North Design Build – approximately 95% completed; Governor Drive and Rose Canyon Bridges completed; ongoing bid opportunities for landscaping, 

irrigation, and construction supplies. To date, $42.3 million has been expended; DBE goal, 8%; Skanska is motivated to exceed the DBE goal to avoid paying 
penalties; Project Manager checks progress on utilization on a monthly basis. 

b. I-5 Corridor – Flatiron-Skanska-Stacy and Witbeck have been awarded the Interstate 5 Construction Manager/General Contractor (CM/GC) Phase 1 Contractor 
for the North Coast Corridor. This is one of six pilot projects using the CM/GC procurement method. Construction cost estimated at $550 million; pre-
construction DBE goal is 5.1%; no commitment for pre-construction. There will be multiple construction contracts over the next few years, with many 
opportunities for SB and DBE participation. Initial sub-contractor outreach expected to begin by summer 2015. 

c. SR-76 Corridor – the district broke ground on Phase 2 of this 3-year project on 11/7/14; contract awarded to Amers Construction for $75.2 million; total 
expended to date, $1.4 million; DBE goal, 10%; contractor’s DBE commitment, 10.9%; total paid to DBEs to date, $99,000. 

d. TCIF Corridor, SR 11 – project design ongoing; construction anticipated to begin in mid-2016; goal not yet finalized, but estimated to be 8%; Phase 1 had no 
goal, but encouraged DVBE participation. 

e. TCIF Corridor, Otay Mesa Road overlay – low bidder, Hazard Construction Company, awarded contract worth $3.2 million; DBE goal, 9%; contractor has a DBE 
commitment of 12.8%; work to begin January 2015. 

f. I-15 Corridor, SR 15 Commuter Bike Facility Project – to be advertised Spring of 2015, construction planned for Fall 2015; construction capital estimate is $11 
million; DBE goal not yet set. 
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D. District  Report 10 Report – Dennis Agar, District Director 
1. Currently, the district has a construction allotment of $694 million spread through 33 ongoing projects. 
2. Since November, when Mr. Agar last reported, the CTC has approved over $8 million for district projects. Of note: 

a. San Joaquin County - $7,777,000 to replace pavement on SR 12; will feature rubberized asphalt concrete which will improve the ride quality and extend the 
service life of the roadway. 

b. Tuolumne County - $361,000 to update traffic signals, improve sight distance, and install vehicle detector loops on SR 49 and SR 108; this project should 
improve traffic circulation in the area. 

3. Four projects out for bid on the OE (Office Engineer) web site, estimated at $12 million in construction work: 
a. San Joaquin County – to repair pavement failure and HMA (hot mix asphalt) overlay; estimate $6.8 million, 7% DBE requirement; bids open 2/12/15. 
b. Alpine County – to repair failed area and rubberized HMA resurfacing; estimate $2,340,000, 3% DVBE requirement; bids open 1/21/15. 
c. Alpine County – to repair failed areas and HMA resurfacing; estimate $2,560,000, 12% DBE requirement; bids open 1/29/15. 
d. Tuolumne County – to excavate embankment and modify traffic signal/lighting; estimate $310,000, 22% DBE requirement; bids open 1/29/15. 

4. Procurement spending for last quarter reached a total SB participation of 55.3% (over double the goal set at 25%), and total DVBE participation of 5.6% (goal is 
5%).  

5. Federally funded construction DBE commitment through December 2014 is 13.5% (goal is 12.5%). 
6. Two state funded construction projects were both awarded to SBE primes (100% commitment) with 5.6% DVBE sub-contracting. 
7. Directors Orders (Emergency Contracts) – 8 projects for a total of $2,326,000; 32.7% SBE participation. 
8. Minor B – 6 projects for a total of $1,026,000; 5 of the 6 were awarded to SBEs, total $761,000 or 74.2% SBE participation. 
9. Major Contracts – 2 projects for a total of $1,300,000. 
10. Emergency contract for facilities, November to January – 2 contracts, 100% SBE participation, $86,405. 
11. DBE outreach events and activities – for upcoming events, visit the district’s event website at www.CaltransD10SmallBusiness.eventbrite.com  

a. Public Works and Purchasing Showcase, 3/5/15, Stockton – large panel event; focus is getting government contracts and understanding the impact of SB 854; 
collaborative event with Stockton Regional Public Agency Consortium. 

b. Development of a database of local DBE businesses and contractors – pilot project begun this year; resources include the Contractors State License Board, 
business lists from the Employment Development Department’s Labor Market Information Division; database will help target businesses within the district’s 
eight counties in industries most utilized. 

c. District’s computer training lab open one day each month for businesses to receive hands on training – this is a pilot program that the district is committed to 
continuing into 2015. 

d. As a result of increased outreach efforts over the past year, the district has seen an increase in certified businesses within its boundaries – for 2014 calendar 
year, total increase of 164 (21%) new and or returning state certified SBs and DVBEs, and 22 new DBEs, a 28% increase, which is very good news. 

E. District 4 Report – Bijan Sartipi, District Director 
District Director Sartipi unveiled a written report created by the district’s Small Business Unit, which was distributed to members is attached to this meeting record. 
Some highlights mentioned by Mr. Sartipi: 
1. Demolition of the (retired) Bay Bridge – one contract is underway with a couple more to follow before the demo is completed. 
2. Fiscal year 2014/2015 has been designated to initiate the Simplified Process – there are six Minor B projects being delivered valued at $1.3 million utilizing the 

http://www.caltransd10smallbusiness.eventbrite.com/
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simplified process. 
3. The Small Business Unit tracks participation manually at this time. 
4. Drought related contracts – the district’s three Directors’ Orders valued at $5.7 million were all awarded to SBs. 
5. Small Business Fair, a procurement event, held 10/28/14 – second fair in 2014; generated over $400,000 in purchases; total amount generated for the two events 

was over $1.2 million; the October event had 55 vendors, 40 CalCard holders. Over the last 10 years, the district’s procurement fairs have generated a total 
purchase value of about $9 million despite not holding fairs for 2005, 2010, and 2011; on the average, the fairs have generated about $1.2 million per event. 

6. Mandatory pre-bid outreach, 1/8/15 – project in Marin and Sonoma Counties, estimated value $51 million; well attended (75), representing prime contractors, 
SBEs, DBEs, DVBEs; featured presentations, “Access to Capital” and “Surety Bonding.” 

7. Next outreach scheduled for 1/28/15; log on to www.dot.ca.gov/dist4/smallbusiness for more details, as well as future events. 

F. District 8 Report – David Knudsen, Equal Opportunity/Small Business 
The next Southern Region Small Business Council meeting will be in February; currently finalizing the date. 
The district will be holding a workshop on labor compliance at the end of January; already received over 60 RSVPs. 

G. FHWA Update – Vincent Mammano and Lance Yokota 

1. Re: budget – Appropriations has approved; authorization now in process. 

2. MAP-21 has been extended. 

3. TIGER7 - $500 million; project is funded under the FTA. 

4. Gerald Desmond Bridge – they have met with the project staff; requested to put this project on the agenda each week; attention and focus has been placed on 
this matter at the leadership level; MTA also expressed concerns; reviewing the goal on the entire project as opposed to A&E and construction separately, with 
the intent to break it down at the Caltrans management level. 

H. DGS Presentation – Jim Butler, Procurement Chief and the Chair of the DGS Small Business Council 
[PowerPoint handout sent to members via email on 1/26/15.] 
The presentation focused on the Consolidated Annual Report (CAR) and Fi$CAL. 
CAR: 

 Posted on the DGS website - http://www.dgs.ca.gov/pd/Programs/OSDS/ContractReporting.aspx  

 Overall, state agencies have been exceeding goals; generally there is more activity and the budget is in better shape; because Caltrans, DGS, and Corrections had a 
good year, the average was positively impacted. 

 DGS has been meeting with under-performing agencies to discuss how they can increase their numbers through such options as training and co-sponsored events, 
which has helped to improve numbers in the past. 

 Mr. Butler pointed out the report footnote noting the different contracting processes for SBs and DVBEs. 

 All contractors must submit their ethnic breakdown; optional to indicate sexual orientation; Council Member Rod Garcia suggested a breakdown of trends might 
be helpful. 

 25% aspirational goals – goal is determined contract by contract; all contracts must have a DVBE incentive unless a department can demonstrate that it has met or 
exceeded goals over a number of years; preferences support SBs. 

FI$CAL: 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist4/smallbusiness
http://www.dgs.ca.gov/pd/Programs/OSDS/ContractReporting.aspx
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 Will replace BidSync, as well as other bidding programs. 

 Certification portal will be disrupted during the transition to FI$CAL; let DGS know if you are currently certified, but need to renew before July 2016, so as to be 
automatically renewed. 

 FI$CAL will be going live in July 2015 if the Legislature passes the budget on time. 

 Functional testing scheduled for this month [January]; user acceptance testing in March. Firms can volunteer to be part of the user acceptance testing portion – 
contact Mr. Butler or Chair Shell. 

 Mr. Butler cautioned, “Systems don’t fix problems, people fix problems,” in anticipation of the challenges to be expected during the transition to FI$CAL. 

 Through FI$CAL, there will be one statewide master vendor file – all orders, all invoices will be available for users to access online through FI$CAL. 

 FI$CAL will provide enhanced transparency. 

 Mr. Butler will be preparing a one-page summary of the changes to come. [Summary was sent to members via email on 2/5/15.] 

I. FTA Disparity Study – Lea Simpson, Mark Codey, and Michael Lange, Division of Mass Transportation 
1. FTA funds come directly to Caltrans. 
2. Projects include transit for the elderly, disabled, and programs in rural areas. 
3. Discretionary funding – percentages also apply to how discretionary funding is spent. 
4. State management review – the last review was conducted in 2013; required to conduct a disparity study, which was completed by BBC with results submitted in 

December 2014. This study is available on the OBEO website - http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/bep/disparity.htm as well as the Mass Transportation website. Ms. 
Simpson’s email address is included in this link. 

5. Public engagement is scheduled for March/April. 
6. Goals and methodology will be completed by the end of June. 
7. Summary of percentages – base figure is 10.7% Race Conscious (RC); currently at 4.9%; reviewing both RC and Race Neutral (RN). 

J. Meeting Record approval 
1. Amendment proposed by Mr. Garcia to include the requests for information he presented during the November meeting in the Action Items list. 
2. Motion to approve the meeting record as amended, Council Member Eddy Lau, second, Zeke Patten. 
3. The ayes have it, meeting record for November 2014 approved. 

K. Committee Meeting Reports 

1. Construction  – Debbie Hunsaker, Co-Chair and Rebecca Llewellyn, Co-Chair 
a. Ms. Hunsaker reported they are in the process of building the committee back up, have welcomed new members, and have discussed succession planning. 
b. Ms. Hunsaker and Ms. Llewellyn will function as the committee’s co-chairs. 
c. Committee objectives: to promote education, partnership, and growth of DBE, DVBE, and SB so as to do business successfully with Caltrans. 
d. John McMillan, OE, provided an update on the new regulations coming into effect with the Department of Industrial Relations [mandatory registration and 

fee of $300 by March 31 in order to participate in public works projects].  
e. Discussion on how goals are set – most do not understand how this is done; Chair Shell noted Caltrans is currently working on an explanation to be shared 

with the council at a later date. 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/bep/disparity.htm
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f. Prime contractor award – selection will be on a statewide basis; the committee will be following the model developed by the District 11 Small Business Unit; 
anticipate this being a very prestigious award; committee developing a time line – criteria to be developed by March, nominations closed, ballots out in May, 
recognition at the end of the year. The committee would appreciate feedback from fellow council members. 

g. Insurance language – the committee will continue to work with the DBE Participation Committee on this; will be reviewing all programs, how the current 
language impacts SBs; Rob Effinger, Construction, is taking another look at matters such as OCIP and testing, working with the committee to explain how they 
are handled by Caltrans to help SBs better understand. Also working on more clarification of additional insured. Further work will be done by the committee 
on insurance language and costs at the March meeting. 

h. Certified payroll – in consideration of growing problems connected with identity theft, the committee is looking at the risk involved in the requirement to 
provide social security numbers. 

i. Prompt payment – materials must be purchased before the job begins, however reimbursement may not be paid until much later, or in some cases, if the 
project is delayed, significantly later, which means the firm receives no payment over several pay periods. 

j. The committee is also fielding issues as they occur. 
k. Two party checks – this is an ongoing discussion. 

2. Professional Services – Bill Ulmer, outgoing Chair, who reported out for the committee; Eric Halm, outgoing Secretary; Eddy Lau, new Chair  
a. Eddy Lau elected to be committee Chair; Brenna Butler Garcia, Secretary. 
b. After reviewing accomplishments of the past year, the committee developed four main goals [refer to committee meeting notes] 
Recap of initial discussion of past goals: 
c. The majority of the meeting was spent in discussing Goal #1 – reviewed current and proposed A&E selection process language and prepared 

recommendations that would ultimately lead to an increase in SBE/DBE/DVBE firms being selected as prime consultants and subconsultants. Recommended 
modifications to increase DBE participation; fourteen written recommendations continue to be a work in progress. 

d. Goal #2 – develop a system of reporting on headquarters A&E contracts that details full utilization information that will ultimately be used as the template for 
regional districts to follow in their reporting; increased transparency and accountability through reporting; OBEO has provided reports, the committee has put 
together recommendations to improve those reports. The committee will continue with this goal. 

e. Goal #3 – increase education and awareness of SBE/DBE/DVBE firms to Caltrans standards and Caltrans staff to SBE/DBE/DVBE concerns; the committee 
realized partial action on all objectives under this goal. 

f. Goal #4 – encourage potential policy change and implementation of policy to increase participation of SBE/DBE/DVBE firms with A&E contracts; the 
committee realized partial success on objectives under this goal. 

Current goals: 
a. Goal #1 will remain the same; consensus scoring to be examined. 
b. Goal #2 will also remain the same; the committee will look at implementation of a system of reporting; in regards to A&E reporting, the committee will be 

looking at the templates used by Districts 4 and 11. 
c. Goal #3 was covered by Ms. Garcia [refer to committee meeting notes] 
Chair Lau expressed a need for representation from Districts 59 and 43, and will look into inviting them to future committee meetings. 
 
 



 Caltrans Statewide Small Business Council – Meeting Record 
District 11 Office – 4050 Taylor Street, San Diego, CA 92110 

January 16, 2015, 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Page 9 of 12 
 

   Action/Task Who is responsible/ 
presented 

By when Status 

3. Commodities – Chris Chavez, outgoing Chair 
a. Zeke Patten elected to be committee Chair, Lee Cunningham elected to be the Vice Chair/Secretary. 
b. The committee welcomed Council Member Lynn Chen as a new member. 
c. Getting the word out about the Council – ideas such as rack cards, brochures; working with Louise Lozoya, DPAC, and Alicia Sequiera-Smith, OBEO, on this. 
d. How can the council make itself relevant – this is another issue the committee will be addressing. 
e. Have a representative on the council from each district – lead, Ms. Cunningham. 
f. DSBLs should attend conferences and tell the attendees they can buy commodities to meet goals – lead, Mr. Chavez. 
g. Develop a system wherein construction companies/large businesses get SB credit for buying maintenance equipment and supplies from SBs; develop a list of 

SB suppliers – lead, Mr. Chavez. 
h. Develop rack cards – leads, Louise Lozoya and Lisa Martin, DPAC, and Carole Ching, OBEO; Council Members Stephen McGlover, Zeke Patten, and Lee 

Cunningham to assist. 
i. Commodities Calmentor Program – Council Member Candace Friedman, who was involved with the development of a Commodities Mentoring Program in 

District 11, will be the committee’s lead to develop a statewide program as based on the District 11 model. Ms. Cunningham expressed appreciation for the 
Calmentor Program, which had a positive impact on her business. 

4. Local Assistance – Rod Garcia, new Chair [see notes from Mr. Garcia attached] 
Highlights: 
a. The committee’s outgoing Chair, Council Member Richard Hernandez, who was absent, elected Mr. Garcia to be committee chair, which Mr. Garcia accepted. 
b. Mr. Garcia thanked Ray Zhang, Local Assistance, and the District 11 Local Assistance staff for their participation. 
c. Mr. Garcia also pointed out the important role Local Assistance plays in the flow of funding. 
d. Due to low council member participation, Mr. Garcia suggested Local Assistance be folded into the Professional Services Committee, an option to be 

discussed during the next SBC Executive Committee meeting in February. 
e. In forming the Local Assistance Committee’s strategic plan, Mr. Garcia adapted the committee’s mission to fit the Caltrans mission. 
f. Please refer to the committee’s strategic plan included with this meeting record. 
g. Mr. Lau pointed out 40% of federal funds have gone to Local Assistance, which should command more attention to this committee’s work. 

L. Ad Hoc Committee report – African American DBE Participation – Eddy Lau, Chair 
1. Mr. Lau again noted the low level of council member participation. 
2. Figures on utilization of African American DBEs reveal that while there has been progress, but Mr. Lau emphasized it is not high enough. 
3. This fiscal year, the number of African American DBE certified firms has doubled; currently there are 27 DBE A&E firms. 
4. Mr. Lau feels the viability of the work group is now at a crossroads, and recommends a hiatus, which should be considered a temporary break. Mr. Lau will also be 

stepping down as the chair of the work group. 
a. Chair Shell recognized Mr. Lau’s efforts, thanked him, and stated work on this issue needs to continue. 
b. Council Member Fred Jordan also recognized Mr. Lau’s work and noted he has discussed this matter with Chief Deputy Director Kome Ajise. Mr. Jordan will be 

organizing a meeting with Mr. Ajise in the near future to work on next steps. 
c. Other council members agreed this matter must be addressed and next steps determined before the March SBC meeting. 
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   Action/Task Who is responsible/ 
presented 

By when Status 

M. New Business 
Chair Shell reviewed the list of action items: 
1. DGS PowerPoint handout – Jim Butler, DGS. 
2. One page announcement regarding the SB registration requirements and change to FI$CAL – Jim Butler, DGS. 
3. Discuss whether and/or how to fold the Local Assistance Committee into the Professional Services Committee via the Executive Committee meeting in February, 

date TBD. 
4. Next steps for the African American DBE Participation work group – update on efforts during the March SBC meeting. 

N. Public Comment 
1. Wanda Rogers – local SBC member; African American woman owned business; certified in 25 states; interested in participating in the African American DBE 

Participation work group. 
2. Elaine Richardson – with SANDAG; provided handouts on how to register as a vendor with SANDAG, upcoming opportunities to participate in SANDAG projects, 

information about the SANDAG Bench program targeting construction management firms. Mr. Chavez asked if commodities was being included; Ms. Richardson 
responded they intend to include commodities in their outreach. 

3. Council Member Jeffrey Jackson expressed appreciation for Chair Shell’s leadership. 
4. Ms. Chen expressed interest in participating District 11 meet the buyers outreach event; encouraged similar outreach events from District 7. 

Meeting adjourned:  Chair Shell closed the meeting by reminding members to turn in their TECs;  Council Member Rick Fowler moved to adjourn; seconded by Ms. Chen; 
the ayes have it; meeting adjourned at 12:04 p.m. 

Next meeting:  March 20, 2015, Marysville Carole Ching to notify 
SBC members with 
further details. 

  

 

DOCUMENTS included in the meeting packet/distributed at the meeting: 

 Meeting agenda 

 Draft of meeting record, November SBC meeting 

 SBC meeting schedule, 2015 

 Report, District contracts awarded – federal-aid construction, 10/1/14 – 12/31/14 

 Report, DBEs utilized in A&E, 10/1/13 – 9/30/14 

 Report, DBEs utilized in Construction, 10/1/13 – 9/30/14 

 Report, FHWA funded contracts (awarded), 12/2014 

 Report, A&E and Minor B contracts, 10/1/14 – 12/31/14 

 Report, DBEs that have received contracts with Construction, 10/1/14 – 12/31/14 

 Report, State funded contract award report, 12/2014 
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 Award Tracker Report, 12/2014 

 Small Business Update, District 4, 1/16/15 

 Flyer, District 4, Small Business Outreach event, 1/28/15 

 SANDAG – How to register as a vendor; upcoming projects; The CM Bench 

 Brochure, 7th Annual Greater Los Angeles Construction & Associated Careers Awareness Day, 3/19/15, California Community Connection Corporation 

 

PRESENT 
Council Members: 

1. Ajiake, Matthew 

2. Calderon, Josie 

3. Chaudhary, Arvin 

4. Chavez, Chris 

5. Chen, Lynn 

6. Churchwell, Dr. Caesar (Alternate) 

7. Cunningham, Lee 

8. Fowler, Rick 

9. Garcia, Brenna Butler 

10. Garcia, Rodrigo 

11. Halm, Eric 

12. Hou, Johnathan 

13. Hunsaker, Debbie 

14. Jackson, Jeffrey 

15. Jordan, Fred 

16. Kim, Jason 

17. Lau, Eddy 

18. Llewellyn, Rebecca 

19. McGlover, Stephen 

20. Ortiz, Leonard (teleconference) 

21. Patten, Zeke 

22. Shoemake, Ken (Alternate) 

23. Ulmer, Bill 

24. Yu, Ming Chen (Alternate) 

 

Caltrans Staff: 

1. Shell, Angela, Assistant Director, OBEO & Council Chair 

2. Ajise, Kome, Chief Deputy Director 

3. Agar, Dennis, District 10 

4. Azima, Cindy, District 12 

5. Bata, Amer, District 11 

6. Berman, Laurie, District 11 

7. Carlos, Ramon, OBEO 

8. Ching, Carole, OBEO 

9. Codey, Mark, Rail (teleconference) 

10. Danko, Ann, District 5 (teleconference) 

11. Delgado, Sylvia, District 7 (teleconference) 

12. Effinger, Robert, Construction (teleconference) 

13. Gastinell, Sherri, OBEO 

14. Gongora, Michelle, District 11 

15. Governor, Karen, OBEO (teleconference) 

16. Hassoun, Sam (teleconference) 

17. Hoffman, Michele, OBEO (teleconference) 
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18. Khuu, Hanh-Dung, District 11 

19. Knudsen, David, District 8 (teleconference) 

20. Lange, Michael, Mass Transportation (teleconference) 

21. Lyles, Phillina, Construction 

22. Martinez, Steven, District 10 (teleconference) 

23. Negri, Francesca, DPAC 

24. Pearsall, Alicia, OBEO (teleconference) 

25. Peisker, La Sonja, District 11 

26. Raptis, Maria, District 7 

27. Rice, Lorna, District 11 

28. Salais, Janice, OBEO 

29. Sartipi, Bijan, District 4 

30. Sequeira-Smith, Alicia, OBEO (teleconference) 

31. Simpson, Lea, Mass Transportation (teleconference) 

32. Solis, Mario, OBEO (teleconference) 

33. Vazquez, Ignacio, District 11 

34. Zhang, Ray, Local Assistance 

 

Guests: 

1. Mammano, Vincent, FHWA 

2. Richardson, Elaine, SANDAG 

3. Yokota, Lance, FHWA 

 

Public Participants: 

1. Bilodeau, Mike, BO Environmental 

2. Pollard, Anna 

3. Rogers, Wanda 


